Handmade by Fern Faewolf
2025

email the author at
fernfaewolf@gmail.com

Licensed under Creative Commons
attribution, non-commercial







Al (RN

Further reading:
Alexandra Rowland's Hopepunk Manifesto

https://festive.ninj a/one~atom-of—justice-one—molecule—

i ﬁf—mercy—and—the—empire—of—-unsheathed—knives-
| alexandra-rowland/

What is Hopepunk by Vox.com
https://www.vox.com/2018/12/27/18137571/what-is—
hopepunk-noblebright—grimdark

Hopepunk-Humanity blog on Tumblr https://hopepunk-
humanity.tumblr.com/

Hopepunk: A Genre, Philosophy and Movement by Lexi
Drumonde (Video) https://youtu.be/L2zJ1SVialy

3 Intro to Hopepunk by Morgan Hazelwood (Video)
https://youtu.be/djNm95msS9T

Sources:

[1] The Two Towers movie, based on the LOTR by J.R.R.
Tolkien ,
[2] https://ariaste.tumblr.com/post/163500138919/ariaste—
the—opposite-—of-grimdark—-is-hopepunk : '
§ (3] https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grimdark
[4] https://www.denofgeek.com/culture/are—you-afraid-—
of~the~darkness—a-hopepunk—explainer/
[5] https://ariaste.tumblr.cdm/post/I63500138919/ariaste—
the—opposite—of—grimdark—is-hopepunk
[6] :
https://www.tumblr.com/hopepunk-humanity/6318271169237
97504/what-is-hopepunk

[7] https://www.denofgeek.com/culture/a-hopepunk-
; guide-interview-with-alexandra-rowland/
1l R

[ i https://www.tumblr.com/wonderwyrm/723946755520102400/
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8 being kind is a political act. An act of rebellion."

| "Hopepunk says that genuinely and sincerely caring
| about something, anything, requires bravery and

I cannot express this better than other people have
done before me. So I'1l start with an interview Kayti
Burt had with several hopepunk authors in 2019.

“What 7s hopepunk? It depends on who you ask...

Rowland, quoting her essay "One Atom of Justice, One
Molecule of Mercy, and the Empire of Unsheathed

Knives," says: "Hopepunk is a subgenre and a philosophy
that 'says kindness and softness don't equal weakness, ,
and that, in this world of brutal cynicism and nihilism, 1 /4

To understand hopepunk as a concept it helps to
understand what it stands in contrast to. Grimdark is a
fantasy subgenre characterized by bleak settings in
which humanity is fundamentally cutthroat, and where
no individual or community can stop the world's
inevitable decline. Hopepunk, in contrast, believes that
the very act of trying has meaning, that fighting for
positive change in and of itself has worth—especially
if we do it together." [4]

When Alexandra Rowland was asked on Tumblr to expand
on the initial statement she made she elaborated:

strength. Hopepunk isn't ever about submission or
acceptance: It's about standing up and fighting for
what you believe in. It's about standing up for other
people. It's about DEMANDING a better, kinder world, and
truly believing that we can get there if we care about
each other as hard as we possibly can, with every drop
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Hopepunk is choosing hope in a world where they want us to
have none. It's choosing humanity when they want us to forget
we are human. It's choosing community when they would

| - Look into hopepunk media. Be inspired by the stories
{ told. Some examples are movies: Lord of the Rings, Mad
Max: Fury Road, Pacific Rim. Series: Sense8, the Good
Place, Star Trek. Books: Binti by Nnedi Okorafor, A
conspiracy of truths by Alexandra Rowland, the Fifth

i Season by N.K. Jemisin. Music: Torches by X Ambassadors,
This Yeah by the Mountain Goats, Be More Kind by Frank
Turner.

| - Build/Find your Community. Share what you have,

benefit ‘o us stying indiiduals. It's choosing action
and hope when they want us struck down and paralyzed. §

Alexandra Rowland emphasizes to not forget the second
part of the word: Punk. In another interview with Kayti
Burt for Den of Geek she says:

"it's important to remember that punk is the operative
half of the word - punk in the sense of anti-
authoritarianism and punching back against

i oppression.” and "The instinct is to make it only about
softness and kindness, because those are what we're
most hungry for. We all want to be treated gently. But
sometimes the kindest thing you can do for someone is
to stand up to a bully on their behalf, and that takes

guts and rage." [7] . l
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ask for what you need. We're in this together. If you
grow your own fruits and vegetables share them with
i friends and neighbours. Exchange favours like doing a
i grocery run or offering to watch the kids for a night.
Make a tiny library or give & take cabinet. Share
| skills and resources. This can be done both online and
in person, but making a difference locally is easier
with boots on the ground, so to speak.
\ % ‘ | - Create. Live authentically. Do things just to do the
¢ thing. So much needs to be "content", these days. So
f much needs to be a "side hustle" or "monetized". Resist.
i Create because it makes you feel good. Because you want
i to. Create bad art, sing off key, swing your arms
wildly and call it dancing, write edgy poetry, create
| Mary Sue self-inserts. Live.
b - Resist capitalism. Reuse, recycle, repair, thrift,
i make, trade, etc.
g — Vote. If you really want to make a difference get out
} there and vote. Especially in the US they do not want
j you so rebel and vote. Not just for the president.
| Voting locally for your representatives will have more
. of an influence.
i - Unionize. Alone you beg, together you negotiate. Only
[ together can we make change
% — Spread hope. Do random acts of kindness, compliment
i people, share positive things that happened, spread
love and joy where you go.
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